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	ADAM’S APPLES
The Cast

MADS MIKKELSEN
Born in Copenhagen, Mads Mikkelsen, who began his professional career as a gymnast and dancer, has worked steadily in theatre, television and film to become the top male star in Denmark and Scandinavia.  A graduate of Århus Theatre School, Mikkelsen has appeared onstage in several productions, including Romeo in Romeo and Juliet, directed by Lars Kaalund.  Mikkelsen also starred in the police series, Unit 1, which garnered an International Emmy Award for Best Drama Series.  

Among his many distinguished and varied film roles, Mikkelsen is best known for his collaborations with Director Susanne Bier and writer-director Anders Thomas Jensen.  For Anders Thomas Jensen, Mikkelsen has appeared in Wilbur Wants to Kill Himself, Flickering Lights and The Green Butchers, all penned by Jensen. Adam’s Apples was the Danish selection for Best Foreign Language Film for last year’s Academy Awards and Mikkelsen’s performance garnered him a Best Actor Zulu Award.  

 In Susanne Bier's Open Hearts, Mikkelsen was nominated for Best Actor for the Robert (Danish Academy Award) and Bodil (Danish Film Critics' Award) in 2003 and won the Best Actor Zulu Award in 2002.  Mikkelsen also plays the lead in Bier’s new film After the Wedding, which has been nominated for an Academy Award for Best Foreign Language Film.  Both of these films were written by Anders Thomas Jensen.
  Mikkelsen has also appeared in I am Dina, starring Gerard Depardieu and his performance in With Blood On My Hands: Pusher 2, in which he reprised his role as a low-life pusher/junkie in the much-anticipated follow-up to the 1996 success Pusher also garnered him a Robert and Bodil for Best Actor in 2005. 
Mikkelsen made his American debut opposite Clive Owen and Keira Knightley in Disney’s King Arthur, directed by Antoine Fuqua (Training Day) and produced by Jerry Bruckheimer (Pirates of the Caribbean, Black Hawk Down).  
Mikkelsen was also seen in Casino Royale, the 21st James Bond film, opposite Daniel Craig and Eva Green, where he played Le Chiffre, Bond’s nemesis in the film.  He also stars in Prague which is currently screening at several film festivals, as well as the Swedish thriller Exit, directed by Peter Lindmark.
ULRICH THOMSEN
Born in Fyn, Denmark, Ulrich Thomsen graduated from the Danish National Drama school in Copenhagen, and has worked steadily in theatre, television and ever since. 
After a number of distinguished and varied film roles, including Ole Bornedal’s cult thriller Nightwatch in 1994, Thomsen’s break-out performance came in 1998’s Festen, directed by Thomas Vinterberg.  For this performance, Thomsen received a nomination for Best Actor at the European Film Awards, as well as receiving the Danish Film Award Bodil and Robert awards.  Since then, Thomsen has made cameo appearances in the 2001 hit Mostly Martha from director Sandra Nettlebeck but is best known for his work with the Dogme film-makers and, similary to Mads Mikkelsen, his collaborations with Susanne Bier and Anders Thomas Jensen.  
  In 2004, Thomsen received the Bodil and Robert award for his role in The Inheritance from acclaimed director Per Fly.  In 2005, he received a nomination for Best Actor at the Danish Film Awards as well as the European Film Awards for his role in Susanne Bier’s Brothers. Besides these nominations, he has received numerous Best Actor awards for his work at international film festivals.

At the same time as his career took off at home, Thomsen also kick-started his international career with the much coveted role of James Bond’s adversary in The World is not Enough in 1999.  He followed this up with a role in Chen Kaige’s erotic thriller Killing me Softly in 2003, playing opposite Joseph Fiennes and Heather Graham.  His last major Hollywood project saw him play opposite Orlando Bloom, Jeremy Irons and Edward Norton in Ridley Scott’s Kingdom of Heaven in 2006.  
Thomsen’s ability to transform is enormous. He is believable in his roles, whether he plays a modern businessman (The Inheritance), a criminal cocaine addict (Flickering Lights) or a traumatized Afghan soldier (Brothers). In 2006, he received another Robert nomination for the role of Adam in Adam’s Apples.

Thomsen’s next projects include Opium, for director Janos Szasz, and The Broken, opposite Lena Headey.
NICOLAS BRO
Nicolas Bro graduated from the Danish National Theatre School in 1998 and has since appeared in a number of plays, including productions at the Danish Royal Theatre.  Bro also received the Danish theatre award Reumert for his performance in Ole Bornedal’s Skrigerne.  

Bro made his debut on the big screen alongside Ulrich Thomsen in Anders Thomas Jensen’s Oscar winning short Election Night in 1998 and has worked steadily ever since.  He appeaerd in Jensen’s Green Butchers as well as Adam’s Apples.

Bro has also had a long standing working relationship with director Christoffer Boe, appearing in both Reconstruction and Allegro.  His first leading role is in Boe’s new film, Offscreen, which recently played at the 2007 Sundance Film Festival.

Other stand-out performances came in the 2003 political thriller King’s Game, and in the 2005 black and white slacker comedy Dark Horse.
 Bro’s next projects include Ghetto, for director Daniel Espinosa, and Den Sorte Madonna, directed by Lasse Spang Olsen.
ALI KAZIM
Born in Denmark, Ali Kazim is better known as a musician and rap artist than as an actor, and Adam’s Apples represented his first major supporting role after previously appearing in the 2003 comedy Rule No. 1.  Prior to these appearance, Kazim had mostly made cameos in Courtroom drama TV shows, but also as a musician, which is clearly his first love – he is quoted as saying “I am making music because I just have to, because I love it and because I still cannot sit quietly”.

PAPRIKA STEEN
Paprika Steen had to apply for the Acting School of Odense Theater 13 times before being accepted and hasn’t looked back since.  After a series of bit parts, Steen came to prominence with the first three Dogme films – The Idiots, The Celebration and Mifune’s Last Song – in fact she was the only member of cast or crew to appear in all three films.  Steen followed up this trio of pictures with Susanne Bier’s The One and Only in 1999, for which won the Danish Academy Award for Best Supporting Actress.

In Okay in 2002, Steen showed off her multi-facetted acting talent as the loud-mouth control-freak Nete.  It was Paprika Steen's first major part and she was nominated for the Best Actress award from the European Film Academy and won the Danish Academy award for Best Actress.  Steen also won Best Supporting Actress for her work in Bier’s Open Hearts – the first time an actress has won both awards in the same year since 1949.

Steen's considerable dramatic talent and potential is reinforced by a strong sense of humor that shines through in her work. While audiences may laugh hard, Steen remains sympathetic to the characters she portrays. The web of intertwined character flaws and potential is revealed with a light touch. It is the empathy that she evokes for her characters that makes her work memorable.
NIKOLAJ LIE KAAS
Kaas graduated from the National Theater School in Denmark in 1998. He first appeared on screen in Soren Kragh-Jacobsen’s film The Boys from St. Petri in 1991 as Otto, the rebel son of a traitor. This somber and masterfully-acted part earned Kaas two Danish film prizes, a Robert and a Bodil.
Today, Kaas imbues his adult characters with the unsentimental innocence and vulnerability of a child and audiences respond intuitively. Jeppe in Lars Von Trier's The Idiots in 1998 takes on true love, only to lose it. The actor received another Bodil for this portrayal.  Kaas has also avoided type-casting by playing in many of Anders Thomas Jensen’s film - the happy-go-easy cook, working for a mafia-like boss in the midst of a murderous streak in the 1999 comedy In China they eat Dogs, a helpless man in the throes of love in Flickering Lights, and of course his role as the neo-nazi Holger in Adam’s Apples.
Kaas is also a regular with Susanne Bier, appearing in Open Hearts and Brothers, and Christoffer Boe, appearing in both Reconstruction and Allegro.

ADAM’S APPLES
The Filmmakers

ANDERS THOMAS JENSEN (Writer & Director)
Anders Thomas Jensen is one of the world’s most prolific writers, having had over 20 screenplays produced in the last 10 years.  Jensen was born on 6th April 1972 in Frederiksværk on Sjælland in Denmark. He made his film debut in 1996 with three short films, including the Academy Award nominated Ernst & Lyset, which he also directed. The following year Jensen wrote and directed Wolfgang, which also earned an Academy Award nomination for best short film.  After being nominated two previous years Jensen finally won in 1999 an Oscar for best short film with Valgaften. He followed his short films by writing the screenplay for two successful films in 1999, Mifune’s Last Song, the third Dogme movie, and In China they eat Dogs.  Jensen was nominated for the Robert, the Danish Academy Award for both films, but neither won. 

After having written screenplays for films in various genres, in 2000 he made his feature film debut as a director with Flickering Lights. The film was a huge blockbuster hit in Denmark and also gained interest abroad. Jensen’s prolific run continued with the screenplays to Grev Axel in 2001, Lone Scherfig's Wilbur Wants to Kill Himself  and Susanne Bier's celebrated Open Hearts in 2002.  

Jensen then wrote and directed The Green Butchers in 2003. He also wrote the screenplays for Søren Kragh-Jacobsen's Skagerrak and Rembrandt. In 2004 Jensen wrote the screenplay for Susanne Bier's Brothers, and this was followed by Adam’s Apples.  

His next writing contribution was After the Wedding, for which he shares co-story credit with director Susanne Bier.  The film has been nominated for Best Foreign Language Film for the 2006 Academy Awards.
His next writing project is Til doden os skiller, for actress Paprika Steen.

TIVI MAGNUSSON (Producer)

Tivi Magnusson is the Founder and President of M&M Productions.  Prior to founding M&M, Magnusson held senior roles at many of the major Scandinavian media groups, including Egmont and Metronome.

Magnusson has been Jensen’s producing partner since Jeppe Kaas has been scoring motion pictures since the late 1990’s, where he scored Anders Thomas Jensen’s Oscar-winning short Valgaften.  Kaas and Jensen have worked together on all of Jensen’s directorial films – Flickering Lights, Green Butchers and now Adam’s Apples.

Besides his collaboration with Jensen, Kaas has also composed the music for The Sun King, Clash of Egos, and The Lost Treasure of the Knights Templar.

JEPPE KAAS (Composer)

Jeppe Kaas has been scoring motion pictures since the late 1990’s, where he scored Anders Thomas Jensen’s Oscar-winning short Valgaften.  Kaas and Jensen have worked together on all of Jensen’s directorial films – Flickering Lights, Green Butchers and now Adam’s Apples.

Besides his collaboration with Jensen, Kaas has also composed the music for The Sun King, Clash of Egos, and The Lost Treasure of the Knights Templar.
# # #

Outsider Pictures is involved in the acquisition of feature films for theatrical, home video and television distribution and also acts as sales agent for motion pictures.  Outsider is dedicated to realizing, without compromise, the inspiring vision of independent filmmakers and is committed to bringing moviegoers the most original stories from around the world.  The company releases 6-8 films a year, building its slate of titles through an acquisitions program and creative relationships with filmmakers from around the world. 
# # #
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